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Early this year, 23 divers work-
ing for the National Underwater and
Marine Agency (NUMA) came upon
the I'Aimable.

Three years ago, La Belle was
discovered in 3.6 metres of walter in
the same bay. Underwater archae-
ologists raised the remains of the ship
and more than one million artefacts.

L'Aimable, about eight times
larger than La Belle, promises to re-
veal a wealth of information about the
early colonists.
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It took searchers 17 years to find
La Belle, but only three weeks to lo-
cate L'Aimable, with the help of an
aerial magnetic survey that detected
the presence of iron in the ocean floor
sediment.

L'Aimable was discovered at the
fourth site of fifteen possible targets.
A French musket and flintlock pistol,
which have been X-rayed and dated
to 1685, have been recovered from
the shipwreck, and confirmed by his-
torical records as belonging aboard
the ship.
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Archaeologists are preparing to
locate four iron cannons, weighing
about six kilos each, supplies brought
along by the colonists, and possibly
also wine kegs, ammunition and more
pistols.

Officials are withholding from
the public the exact site where the
ship is, so as to prevent looting by
treasure hunters, and the state of
Texas will be given all of the recov-
ered artefacts for conservation.




